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lion, the wild cat, the hyena, the wild vine, the sun, the rain,
and iron. Mr. Dornan discusses, but rejects, the view of the
late Dr. Theal, that Bantu totemism is a form of ancestor
worship, the souls of the dead being supposed to be incarnate
in the totemic animals.
A valuable chapter is devoted by Mr. Dornan to an
account of witch-doctors among the Bechuanas. Like many
savages, the Bechuanas disbelieve in death from natural
causes, and imagine that nobody would die if he were not
killed by witchcraft. Therefore after the death of any im-
portant man it was deemed necessary to discover the guilty
witch and to execute him or her. Hence a considerable part
of the population, some say as many as thirty per cent, used
to suffer death on accusations of witchcraft. It was the
business of the witch-doctor to detect and bring to condign
punishment these imaginary miscreants. Of course the
British Government lends no countenance to this devastating
superstition, and one enlightened Bechuana chief, by name
Khama, had the courage and energy to forbid and suppress
the profession of witch-doctor in his country. But besides
detecting witches, the witch-doctor had many other functions
to discharge, such as healing the sick, procuring rain, averting
hail, and casting enchantments over armies and parties of
hunters in order to achieve success in war and the chase. To
ensure that an army would be invisible to the foe, they took a
black ox, sewed up its eyelids, then killed it, and gave its flesh
to the soldiers to eat. By partaking of an animal whose eyes
had been sewed up the warriors would effectually blind the
enemy to their movements. But of all the duties incumbent
on the witch-doctors none perhaps was more important in the
dry and thirsty land than that of rain-making. There were
regular guilds of rain-makers, and in the old days the chief
was the great rain-maker of the tribe; indeed, in Mr.
Dornan Js opinion, there is little doubt that the office of chief
was evolved out of the office of rain-maker. A man who was
successful in this line of business was likely to become not
only wealthy and powerful, but eventually a chief. One way
in which the rain-maker sought to draw showers from the sky
was by anointing his body with the gall of a black sheep
mixed with other ingredients. By thus blackening his body